
Summer
Course on Wednesday Nights. 

6:30-7:30 PM
Stay tuned







Week 1 – Is Jesus actually God or a lying Lunatic
Week 2 – What was the Messiah supposed to do?
Week 3 – The secret to joy, according to Jesus
Week 4 – Why Jesus is so counter-cultural today
Wee 5 – Who is God, and why does he matter?
Week 6 – If God exists, why is there so much evil in the world
Week 7 – Why do Catholic care so much about Mary?
Week 8 – This is the woman who still changes the world
Week 9 – Do you know these two indispensable men?
Week 10 – We would not be Christians if it weren’t for this man
Week 11 – What is the Church? (hint it’s not a building)
Week 12 – This is how you recognize the true Church
Week 13 – The Mass is useless (and why that’s a good thing)
Week 14 – Is the Eucharist just a symbol or something more?
Week 15 – These are the people you should imitate
Week 16 – How far would you go?
Week 17 – How to pray like the masters
Week 18 – Does God answer all prayers
Week 19 – We all die, so we’re all asking this question
Week 20 – What can we know about angels?

Jesus, who he is and his teachings 

Questions of God, including evil

Mary, role in the Church

Peter and Paul, at its beginnings

Church

Mass

Saints

Prayer

End of Life
Angels



I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and 
earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son Our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into Hell; the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God, the 
Father almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body and life everlasting.
Amen.



The Church is the assembly of all the Saints
The Communion of the Saints is the Church

Communion of holy things and among holy persons

Communion in the Faith – The faith of the faithful is the faith of 
the Church.  Together in one faith

Communion of the Sacraments – sacred links uniting the faithful 
with one another, especially in baptism

Communion of Charisms – the Holy Spirit gives different gifts for 
the building up of the Church for the common good.



Communion in charity. 

"None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself."

"If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together. Now you are the body of Christ 
and individually members of it.”

In this solidarity with all men, living or dead, which is 
founded on the communion of saints, the least of our acts 
done in charity redounds to the profit of all. Every sin harms 
this communion.



"When the Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with 
him, death will be no more and all things will be 
subject to him. 

But at the present time some of his disciples are 
pilgrims on earth. 

Others have died and are being purified, 

while still others are in glory, contemplating 'in full 
light, God himself triune and one, exactly as he is"'



Those who have died do not cease to intercede with 
the Father for us

Communion with the saints. 
Exactly as Christian communion among our fellow pilgrims brings us closer to Christ here on 
earth, so our communion with the saints joins us to Christ.

Communion with the dead. In full consciousness of this communion of the whole Mystical 
Body of Jesus Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the very earliest days of 
the Christian religion, has honored with great respect the memory of the dead; and 
'because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from 
their sins' she offers her suffrages for them.”

Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for 
us effective.



We pray for the dead at every Mass

Eucharistic Prayer 1
Remember, Lord, those who 
have died and have gone 
before us marked with the 
sign of faith, especially those 
for whom we now pray, 
{names deceased loved ones 
whom the celebrant or 
parishioner wishes to offer 
before God}. May these, and 
all who sleep in Christ, find in 
your presence light, 
happiness, and peace.

Eucharistic Prayer 2
Remember our 
brothers and sisters 
who have gone to 
their rest in the 
hope of rising again; 
bring them and all 
the departed into 
the light of your 
presence.

Eucharistic Prayer 3
Welcome into your 
kingdom our departed 
brothers and sisters, and 
all who have left this 
world in your friendship. 
We hope to enjoy for 
ever the vision of your 
glory, through Christ our 
Lord, from whom all 
good things come

Eucharistic Prayer 4
Remember those 
who have died in 
the peace of Christ 
and all the dead 
whose faith is 
known to you 
alone.



We pray to share in the Communion of the Saints 
at every Mass

Eucharistic Prayer 1
For ourselves, too, we ask some 
share in the fellowship of your 
apostles and martyrs, with John 
the Baptist, Stephen, Matthias, 
Barnabas, [Ignatius, Alexander, 
Marcellinus, Peter, Felicity, 
Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, 
Cecilia, Anastasia] and all the 
saints. Though we are sinners, 
we trust in your mercy and love. 
Do not consider what we truly 
deserve, but grant us your 
forgiveness.

Eucharistic Prayer 2
make us worthy to 
share eternal life with 
Mary, the virgin Mother 
of God, with the 
apostles, and with all 
the saints who have 
done your will 
throughout the ages. 
May we praise you in 
union with them, and 
give you glory through 
your Son, Jesus Christ.

Eucharistic Prayer 3
May he make us an 
everlasting gift to you 
and enable us to share in 
the inheritance of your 
saints, with Mary, the 
virgin Mother of God, 
with the apostles, the 
martyrs, and all your 
saints, on whose 
constant intercession we 
rely for help.

Eucharistic Prayer 4
Father, in your mercy grant also 
to us, your children, to enter 
into our heavenly inheritance in 
the company of the Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of God, and your 
apostles and saints. Then, in 
your kingdom, freed from the 
corruption of sin and death, we 
shall sing your glory with every 
creature through Christ our 
Lord, through whom you give us 
everything that is good.



According to the USCCB 
Saints are 

1) persons in heaven (officially canonized or not), 

2) who lived heroically virtuous lives, 

3) offered their life for others, or were martyred for the faith, 

4) who are worthy of imitation.



Process for becoming a Saint

In official Church 
procedures there are 
three steps to sainthood: 

(Servant of God)
1) Venerable 
2) Blessed 
3) Saint



Process for becoming a Saint

Venerable is the title given to a deceased person 
recognized formally by the pope as having lived a 
heroically virtuous life or offered their life.

At this point the Church allows for public prayers 
of intercession (so that miracles can be attributed 
to the person)



Process for becoming a Saint

To be beatified and recognized as a Blessed, 
one miracle acquired through the candidate's 
intercession is required in addition to 
recognition of heroic virtue or offering of life. 



Process for becoming a Saint

Canonization requires a second miracle after 
beatification.

The pope may waive these requirements. 

A miracle is not required prior to a martyr's 
beatification, but one is required before 
canonization.



Process for becoming a Saint

Some of the responsibilities of 
the Congregation include 
making recommendations to 
the pope on beatifications and 
canonizations, and the 
authentication and 
preservation of sacred relics.



Process for becoming a Saint
Petitioner –is one who asks the diocesan bishop to begin the investigation 
which could ultimately lead to canonization. The bishop can also be the 
petitioner.

Relator – person appointed by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to 
assemble the historic documentation of the candidate for canonization.

Postulator -- person appointed to guide and oversee the cause.
Positio – a comprehensive summary of all documentation; in this context, there are two: the one 
summarizing the investigation of a candidate's life and heroic virtues or offering of life, or martyrdom 
and a second for any alleged miracles.



People in the Church you should hang around

Homily on All Saints Day



Emulate means "to try to be as good or successful as.”
Pick up the spirit, virtues
Answer their call by God, selfless, about one thing

Imitate means "to copy or fashion oneself after.”
Do the same exact action they do, without the spirit.
We use the word Imitate the saints, but struggle 

Different calling, different gifts given
Different time and culture

As an artist, catch the spirit, not copy the work, an apprentice.



Purgative
Illuminative
Unitive



As you turn the glass to 
Sun, they see how dirty 
the window is

As you look closer to 
the knife you see the 
jagged edges



Only God gives the grace to be saintly, we cannot do it by our own 
efforts

Pray that God reveal your sins to yourself, ones you do not even 
know yet.

Pray that you desire to be a saint.  That you want to think like one, 
act like one acts and have the same desires and thoughts that a saint 
has. 

Find saints you can emulate, here on earth and in eternity.



You will never know.

The closer you get the further you think you are

By the fruits you will know, joy, love, gratitude.

Like the virtue of humility, once you think you got it, you lose it.

People see it in you, you do not see it in yourself. 



God calls all Christians to be saints — not plastic statues of saints, but real people who make time 
for prayer and who show loving care for others in the simplest gestures.

“Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take away none of your energy, vitality or joy

The call to holiness is a personal call, something God asks of each Christian and which requires a 
personal response given one’s state in life, talents and circumstances.

We are frequently tempted to think that holiness is only for those who can withdraw from 
ordinary affairs to spend much time in prayer, but that is not the case.”

Jesus explained with great simplicity what it means to be holy: living simply, putting God first, 
trusting him and not earthly wealth or power, being humble, mourning with and consoling 
others, being merciful and forgiving, working for justice and seeking peace with all.

The Pope gives an example - citing the example of a woman who refuses to gossip with a 
neighbor, returns home and listens patiently to her child even though she is tired, prays the 
rosary and later meets a poor person and offers him a kind word.














