
Catholicism Series 
Outline for Video for Week 12 

This is how you recognize the true Church 
 
1. The Church is Holy 

a. Because Christ is holy and the Church is Christ’s mystical body 
b. The Church bears holiness of Christ to the world 
c. The work of the Church is to make saints 
d. The less than holy things done in the Church 

i. To say the Church is holy is not to deny that sin is in the Church 
ii. Donatist – Only Spiritual and worthy of ministers can bear grace 

1. Augustine said no – it is a heresy 
2. It is God who does the work 
3. It comes through week and sinful channels 

2. The Church is Catholic 
a. The church is universal because it is the means which God gathers the whole 

world to himself 
b. Pentecost 
c. At its best, the Church transcends the customs and local traditions 

3. The Church is apostolic 
a. The Church is rooted in the apostles 
b. The Church rests on the apostles who knew Jesus  
c. Peter and Paul lived and died in Rome 
d. Apostolic succession is important 

i. They passed on their faith to others 
ii. Bishops claim they are successors to the apostles 

e. The leadership of the Church is apostolic in nature 
f. The word Apostle comes from the word to SEND – Church has a missionary 

purpose 
4. The Church is a body grounded in revelation  

a. There is a structure and a content that is a given and maintained through the 
centuries 

b. The Church would not be itself if it denied the basic teaching of the Church.   
5. Infallibility of the Pope 

a. What it is NOT 
i. Omniscience or knows the future 
ii. Immune from making mistakes 
iii. Not above criticism   

b. It means – he knows who Jesus is and when he articulates the doctrine and 
moral teachings, he is without error 

c. God gave us a living voice of authority over the ages.  
d. The Church of Rome, the pope in union with the bishops is the Authority. 
e. Living voice of authority to stop from devolving into bickering 
f. Keys of the Kingdom – Given to the Church to unlock the secret to life 

6. The Church seems to change over time 
a. Development of Doctrine – John Henry Newman 



i. Ideas exist in the mind 
ii. A real idea is the sum totals of all its aspects and angels – in order to 

understand it. 
iii. An idea can be taking in only over time and unfolds over time.  It is not 

just like passing on a thing. 
b. We are an apostolic and living church 

i. We are not here to guard a museum but a living thing, organism, a 
body 

ii. Its head is Jesus and the life blood is the Holy Spirit  
iii. To be a conduit of divine live to the world 
iv. A light to the nations 
v. A new Eden 

 


