
Catholicism 
Why Jesus is so counter-cultural today 

Week 4 
 

1. Path of non-violence – enemy love 
a. Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you 
b. Love is not a feeling but actively willing the good of another for the other as love 
c. If I am generous without experiencing return then I will his good and not my own. 
d. God loves those who love and hate him, he loves his friends and enemies, gives good 

things to those who deserve and do not deserve them. 
e. Non-violence 

i. New and effective means of resistance 
1. Fight or flight are the usual but they never effective 
2. Instead, respond in love 

ii. Stand your ground without fighting 
1. Mirror back the violence of the aggressor 
2. Refusing to cooperate with the evil 

f. Bishop TuTu of south Africa 
g. Mother Teresa  

i. Not fight back but also did not run 
ii. Mirrored back the violence of their aggressor. 

h. The fall of the Soviet Union with John Paul II – provocative non-violence 
i. Sometimes you can only do violence with violence or flee from it 

i. Just war 
ii. Sometimes you need to run away 

iii. Maybe too quickly we do these and not take seriously the teaching of Christ 
iv. Need to find the moment when this will work 

j. Jesus’ teaching still has power of standing up to hate with love. 
k. We are often way too quick to say that it will not work today – non-violence 

2. The Prodigal Son 
a. The one who gives vs the one who takes 
b. Closeness to the one who gives, leads to abundance because the one who gives (God) 

never runs out. 
c. Generous love of the father  

i. The father goes to the son who has been away 
ii. Does not play games of calculations but just loves 

d. Older son 
i. The father comes out to meet the older son 

ii. Sees his relationship with the Father is one of slave, no joy but calculation 
iii. Father - Everything is yours.   

1. God’s whole being is for giving. 
2. No clasping, clinging or deserved 

e. Glory of God is the human being fully alive 
f. Surrender to grace rather than self-serving games of grasping at God. 

3. Matthew 25 – Sheep and goats   
a. which law is most important, greatest love God and neighbor as self 



b. The love of God is not in competition with love of others 
c. What you did and failed to do for others you did and failed to do for God 
d. Stir us out of our complacency  
e. Spiritual and corporal works of mercy 

i. Peter Morin 
1. Cofounder of the Catholic Worker movement  
2. Build a society where it is easy for men to be good. 
3. Taken dynamite of the church and covered it up 

ii. Dorothy Day 
iii. Mother Teresa 

4. Metanoia - Repent and believe in the good news 
a. We must change our attitudes, the manner in which we see 
b. See the world differently 
c. Change the way we act in light of this new vision 
d. We give our lives away as a gift in love and we find ourselves increase 
e. Once we see that God is love we risk the path of love 
f. This new vision and summon to change is the mission of Jesus’ teaching 

 


